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FOREWORD
This is the first book dedicated to magic with Color-

Changing Knives. It was originally released in Spanish in 1958 
and later in English in 1975. The English edition, which was 
likely the first Spanish magic book translated into English, 
helped popularize magic with Color-Changing Knives in the 
United States. It also helped introduce the Ascanio name to 
many Americans who came to realize his genius.

In 1995, when Jose de la Torre decided to move back 
to Spain, I purchased the rights and inventory to all of his 
books and a number of the routines he marketed. Ascanio’s 
World Of Knives was the main reason for the purchase. 

When Ascanio found out that I now owned the English 
rights and intended on rereleasing the book, he was very 
happy. He also made two requests: First is that he wanted 
me to publish a literal translation of the original Spanish 
book instead of this “highlights” version. The second request 
was to dedicate the book to Fred Kaps, whom the original 
Spanish edition was dedicated. I said great and went about 
finding a new translator. Unfortunately, before I was able to 
publish the new book, Ascanio passed away in 1997.

Shortly thereafter his estate “re-sold” the rights to 
the book, which happens often in such cases, especially 
in magic. The new publisher did release a literal English 
translation which made me doing the same thing 
impractical. 

Jose de la Torre’s publication of Ascanio’s World Of 
Knives is different from the original book by Ascanio. Jose 
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purposely did not do a literal translation and referred to his 
book as containing “selected parts” of the original 1958 book. 

It was Jose’s desire to teach some great magic using 
Color Changing Knives and made arrangements to 
use the original Ascanio book as a basis for this book. 
The explanations are very direct and often incorporate 
additional ideas and applications from Jose and his 
friends. Jose also added many original photographs and 
illustrations to further simplify the learning of these 
incredible routines and techniques. This edition was also 
written 17 years after the original and it benefited from 
some additional ideas and insights. Luckily Jose kept 
all the original mechanicals, halftones, illustrations and 
photographs which help this edition become superior to 
the original.

In editing this book I decided to keep Jose’s original 
writing and tone while only making some minor 
grammatical changes. There are a few expressions that 
you will have to get used to: The now popular paddle move 
is referred to as a “turn” and the word “change” is often 
used instead of the more common “switch.” 

So if you want to learn some great magic using Color 
Changing Knives you can’t go wrong with this book. Once 
you learn these routines you can still track down the literal 
translation, titled Knives and Color-Blindness, for further 
study of the variations and psychology.

Meir Yedid
February, 2011




